
I am Nicholas J. Roberts, your newly selected Secrctary for tlre UPOA I will have /tS full yearc
of pup-lic service on August 1 , 2022.1 harre been asked by the UPOA to tell pu a bit abclrt
myself and mycareer.

Some of you may be asking why, after 45 years, I am still a cop. Why not rdrE?

Well, I cars a lot about law enforcemert, (xr oommunities, and the public, and I believe ws as a
gtoup must worlr together to make a dlfiererpe in protec-ting each offrer and the public we
sgrve.

I was born, raised, an9 went to college in New York City, but I cane to Utdr in 1977 to sf,art nry
career as a Satt Lake Glty Firsmar/EMT. Dus to the sunset of afederal grant, I ulras laid off aft*
only one year, and dclded I uould ffnd a way to be what I wanted most-a police offlcer.

I was hired by Riverton Police Department in 1978 and workecl as a patrol officer, EML and
arnofier, Afterthe next city elecdon, the rerr mayor decid€d to disband the Police Departrnst
and conttact wlth the Sherlfi's O'ffice. $eeing the wdting on the wall, I tested for the S*t Uafe
Gounty Sheriffs Office under Sheriff N.D. Pete Hayraaard. I was proud to be ranked #1 on this
test,-ardrnore proud to be ofhd a job after nry interuiew. I becanp a Salt Lake County
Sheriff's D+uty on May 1, 1980.

I worked several divisions (Pafrol East, Pdrol l/tbst, Jail, and the old Metro) throughoutthe
Sheriffb Department br nine years, and then vuas fiansfened to the Firsarms Department as a
corporal under Lt. Gene Van Roosendaal. The transfer to Fireanns opened rnany new
opportunltles for np as I ocdled in fireanns and haining, orenhrally alloring rne to becdne a
nationally recognized otpert in firearms ard body annon

-l assisted in building the range at the Holladay Gun Oub.

-ln 1991 Sheriff Aaron Kennard tasked mewith with creating a prcgram to provHe our
officers with ssni-ar,rtornatic plstols without lage costs. Wthin a year and a half, our
offfce had transitoned to semi-autos.

-ln 1993, wE lost the Holhday Gun Range due to the property beirc sold by its owner,
and U. Van Roosendaal r€tlr€d. Iftlb had to contlnue to train 300 deputies and
con€c'tions officers, and was only able to do so because the Salt Lake Gity Airport
Police allorvd us to use their range. ttde needed a new facilrty'.

-Sheriff Kennard tasked np with finding a new piece of hnd where we could build our
own faining facility, and after a munty-wide search ard &e good grace of a
gentleman who qryned a number of parcels in Parley's Canyon, I selected a parcal of
40 acres at what is now the cunent rangts slte. The oflner ageed to lease the land to
Salt lake Gounty for 25 years fior $1.00 per y€ar. Lat€r, in 2002, I was able to negotiate
the donEtion of that same 40 aqes to Salt Lake County.

-After a nailon-wide search, in 1996 I was prornted to Range Masterl and started
consiluctlon of four rang6 on the Parleyb Canyon goperty. llie needd a new off-
ramp fiorn l€0 to make the range accessible, so I worked successfirlly with S$ator
Qrin Hatch and the iederal Depaltrnent of Transportation to get the ramp bullt.

-ln 1998, the range wasfinished, and I was nonrinated to attend the FBI Nationd
Academy Session 192. After the hadest 13 weeks of rny life, I graduated wtth nry
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-tn 20$2, I wqs select{ !o be part of a Wastringrtion D.C. investigation with the Ndional
lnstitub of Jusffce (NOr) into ilre failurc d an trtt l-certifred \,€si'rnde of Zgon. After-
several years of invesfigation bythe No-l, the National lnstitute of Standafos and
Technolog.y.(rylqf), and the mgmsrs o! tre board, the cause was found, badlng to
the new NIJ .06 body anrnr standard that has protected Offtce/s lives since 2068t I
cunently still sit on the boad and have been working with sotrp of the greatest people
ln the world tro come up with NlJ. 07, whlch hope'tulf wiil be released dis year. '

- ln 2016, I $ras asked to Chair the American Society of Testing ard Minerals 0ASf,M)
Gtoup E.54.04 over p€rsonal prctective equipnnnf. I am still-the Chair of thib
cornmittee, and in 2021 ASTIil awarded rne thdr Presid€nt James A. Thomas Award
for extaodinary leadership.

During my tine as Range Master and in the Sh€riffs Offfce and nor tho UPD, I have assisted
lnany police. departments, qoth Fedenl, State, and Local, with firearrns issues ard taining. I

ltry.e_eled many awards from thE Dstinguished Service Medalto the furple Heart I haie
tqtti.fi$ as an e)Qert witness at trials andin Congressional hearings. And thavent forgotten
vvhat it means to be a beat cop, ansrerlng calls and backlng up &rer offrcers.

I lole.being a cop. I love helping to prutect the satety of nry fellon @ps, and protecting otrr
neighbors.

But beskies law enforcement, thetue lole of my life is nry wib Zoe. Wb have been rnanied br
38 years and have gntvn three sons.

I am honored to serue with the nren and ulomsr ol the UPD, the Sh$iffs Offioe, and all of the
Offtcers thloLlghout the Grcat Stats of l.Jtah. I fiank all of yo.r for letting me serie with you.

Nick Roberb


